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Council have been deterred by the threat of
a veto by one or more of the Permanent
Members. We frankly urge you to introduce
and push for a vote on a resolution imposing
multilateral sanctions regardless. Let a
country stand before the community of na-
tions and announce that it is vetoing the
best effort we can muster to build the lever-
age necessary to end ongoing mass murder.

There are political risks to advancing this
strategy, but we urge you to weigh those
risks against the verdict of history if we fail
to try. If the Security Council does not act,
the United States should engage with our al-
lies to create a coalition that will impose
economic penalties on the Sudanese govern-
ment. The United States has already imple-
mented a number of unilateral sanctions,
and we understand that you are considering
still more, a development that we would ap-
plaud. However. the real key to changing
Khartoum'’s behavior most likely lies in mul-
tilateral sanctions, especially those aimed at
the Sudanese oil industry.

We encourage you to put this matter be-
fore the United Nations Security Council as
soon as possible. A threatened veto should
not silence us.

We know that you share our commitment
to this issue and we commend your courage
in recognizing this genocide for what it is.
We look forward to continuing our efforts
until a timely solution to the crisis in
Darfur is found.

Sincerely,

Dick Durbin, Joe Biden, Carl Levin, Rus-
sell D. Feingold, Bill Nelson, Joe Lie-
berman, Mary Landrieu, Sam Brown-
back, John E. Sununu, Mel Martinez,
Jack Reed, Tom Harkin, Barbara A.
Mikulski, Barack Obama, Robert
Menendez, Dianne Feinstein, John Cor-
nyn, Susan Collins, Wayne Allard,
Mark Pryor, Richard Burr, Sherrod
Brown, Olympia Snowe, Frank R. Lau-
tenberg, Amy Klobuchar, Mike Crapo,
Maria Cantwell, Elizabeth Dole, Patty
Murray, Hillary Rodham Clinton, Chris
Dodd, Jim Webb, John F. Kerry, Pat
Roberts.

———

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

HONORING JOHN COOPER

e Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, today I
wish to recognize former South Dakota
Game, Fish and Parks Department Sec-
retary John Cooper, who received the
Outdoor Life Conservation Award from
Outdoor Life magazine. This pres-
tigious award reflects his tremendous
service to South Dakota and his com-
mitment to wildlife conservation.

Mr. Cooper has been honorably serv-
ing the State of South Dakota for over
30 years. He spent 22 years with the
Law Enforcement Division of the U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service, where he
worked tirelessly to conserve and pro-
tect South Dakota’s diverse wildlife. In
1995, he was appointed Secretary of
South Dakota’s Department of Game,
Fish and Parks, a position that he held
until earlier this year. He also spent
years leading committees for the Asso-
ciation of Fish and Wildlife Agencies
and in 2006 served as its president. In
addition to his government duties, Mr.
Cooper served as an editor and col-
umnist for Dakota Outdoors magazine
for 14 years.
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Mr. Cooper’s service to South Dakota
has been, and will continue to be, vital
to the health and wellbeing of our
State. It gives me great pleasure to
rise with Mr. Cooper and to offer my
congratulations for this well-deserved
award. I wish him continued success in
the years to come.®

———

HONORING THE REV. DR. JOHN
LOUIS WRIGHT

e Mr. CARDIN. Mr. President, today I
wish to honor my dear friend and fel-
low Marylander, the Rev. Dr. John
Louis Wright, for his exemplary 35
years of service as pastor of First Bap-
tist Church of Guilford and for his
work as a community leader and civil
rights activist.

Pastor Wright is a native of Balti-
more City and a shining product of the
Baltimore City public school system.
Since 1972, he has served as pastor of
the First Baptist Church of Guilford,
shepherding the church through peri-
ods of tremendous growth while faith-
fully serving its members and the sur-
rounding community.

As a civil rights leader, Pastor
Wright is a life member of the NAACP,
and he has served as both president of
the Howard County Chapter of the
NAACP and the Maryland NAACP. He
currently serves as director of the
Maryland Baptist Aged Home.

Following Hurricane Floyd in 1999,
Pastor Wright spearheaded flood relief
efforts in North Carolina though the
“Twelve Baskets Ministry,” bringing
much needed supplies to people left
homeless by the hurricane.

Preventing handgun violence is an
issue of particular importance to Pas-
tor Wright. A 1997 graduate of the Fed-
eral Bureau of Investigation’s Citizens’
Academy in Baltimore, he is a member
of the Maryland State Governor’s Com-
mission on Handgun Violence and
Marylanders Against Handgun Vio-
lence.

Pastor Wright’s efforts reach far be-
yond our shores. He has traveled
around the world, sharing his warmth
and wisdom in countries as diverse as
Egypt, Israel, South Africa, Switzer-
land, and China. While in Israel, Pastor
Wright continued his work by bap-
tizing people in the Jordan River.

I am extremely proud of Pastor
Wright’s 35 years of dedicated service
to his church and community and wish
him many more years of continued suc-
cess and good health.e

HONORING LARRY E. GABRIEL

e Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, today I
wish to honor South Dakota Secretary
of Agriculture Larry E. Gabriel. This
month, Secretary Gabriel retired after
nearly 7 years in office since his ap-
pointment in May of 2000.

Secretary Gabriel was born and
raised on a ranch in western South Da-
kota and received his bachelor of
science degree in agricultural econom-
ics at South Dakota State University.
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While in college, he was recognized as
the 1969 Doane’s Outstanding Agricul-
tural Economics Student.

Throughout his career, Secretary Ga-
briel has spent many years committed
to public service, including roles as
Haakon County Commissioner from
1975 to 1982 and State legislator from
1983 to 1998. He spent 6 years as the
house majority leader while in the
South Dakota House of Representa-
tives, and currently serves as a mem-
ber of the hospital board in Philip, SD.

Secretary Gabriel’s dedication to
South Dakota agriculture has made a
defining impact in strengthening and
sustaining the economy of our State.
His strong support of rural economic
development and assistance to young
producers has brought increased vital-
ity and prosperity to our agriculture
industry.

I also would like to recognize Sec-
retary Gabriel’s wife Charlotte and his
family for their support and sacrifice
which allowed him to serve South Da-
kota for over 30 years.

It is with great honor that I remem-
ber and honor the service provided by
Secretary Larry E. Gabriel to South
Dakota. May he always be recognized
for his lifetime of service to South Da-
kota agriculture. On behalf of a grate-
ful State, I wish Secretary Gabriel all
the best in his retirement.e

———

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT

Messages from the President of the
United States were communicated to
the Senate by Mr. Williams, one of his
secretaries.

———

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED

As in executive session the Presiding
Officer laid before the Senate messages
from the President of the TUnited
States submitting sundry nominations
which were referred to the appropriate
committees.

(The nominations received today are
printed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.)

—————

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE

At 12:10 p.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Ms. Niland, one of its reading clerks,
announced that the House has passed
the following bills, in which it requests
the concurrence of the Senate:

H.R. 327. An act to amend title 38, United
States Code, to direct the Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs to develop and implement a
comprehensive program designed to reduce
the incidence of suicide among veterans.

H.R. 740. An act to amend title 18, United
States Code, to prevent caller ID spoofing,
and for other purposes.

H.R. 797. An act to amend title 38, United
States Code, to improve compensation bene-
fits for veterans in certain cases of impair-
ment of vision involving both eyes, to pro-
vide for the use of the National Directory of
New Hires for income verification purposes,
to extend the authority of the Secretary of
Veterans Affairs to provide an educational
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assistance allowance for qualifying work
study activities, and to authorize the provi-
sion of bronze representations of the letter
“V” for the graves of eligible individuals
buried in private cemeteries in lieu of Gov-
ernment-provided headstones or markers.

H.R. 1130. An act to amend the Ethics in
Government Act of 1978 to extend the au-
thority to withhold from public availability
a financial disclosure report filed by an indi-
vidual who is a judicial officer or judicial
employee, to the extent necessary to protect
the safety of that individual or a family
member of that individual, and for other pur-
poses.

H.R. 1284. An act to increase, effective as of
December 1, 2007, the rates of compensation
for veterans with service-connected disabil-
ities and the rates of dependency and indem-
nity compensation for the survivors of cer-
tain disabled veterans.

——————

MEASURES REFERRED

The following bills were read the first
and the second times by unanimous
consent, and referred as indicated:

H.R. 327. To amend title 38, United States
Code, to direct the Secretary of Veterans Af-
fairs to develop and implement a comprehen-
sive program designed to reduce the inci-
dence of suicide among veterans; to the Com-
mittee on Veterans’ Affairs.

H.R. 740. An act to amend title 18, United
States Code, to prevent caller ID spoofing,
and for other purposes; to the Committee on
the Judiciary.

H.R. 797. To amend title 38, United States
Code, to improve compensation benefits for
veterans in certain cases of impairment of
vision involving both eyes, to provide for the
use of the National Directory of New Hires
for income verification purposes, to extend
the authority of the Secretary of Veterans
Affairs to provide an educational assistance
allowance for qualifying work study activi-
ties, and to authorize the provision of bronze
representations of the letter ‘““V’ for the
graves of eligible individuals buried in pri-
vate cemeteries in lieu of Government-pro-
vided headstones or markers; to the Com-
mittee on Veterans’ Affairs.

H.R. 1130. An act to amend the Ethics in
Government Act of 1978 to extend the au-
thority to withhold from public availability
a financial disclosure report filed by an indi-
vidual who is a judicial officer or judicial
employee, to the extent necessary to protect
the safety of that individual or a family
member of that individual, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Homeland Secu-
rity and Governmental Affairs.

H.R. 1284. An act to increase, effective as of
December 1, 2007, the rates of compensation
for veterans with service-connected disabil-
ities and the rates of dependency and indem-
nity compensation for the survivors of cer-
tain disabled veterans; to the Committee on
Veterans’ Affairs.

—————

EXECUTIVE AND OTHER
COMMUNICATIONS

The following communications were
laid before the Senate, together with
accompanying papers, reports, and doc-
uments, and were referred as indicated:

EC-1130. A communication from the Staff
Director, United States Commission on Civil
Rights, transmitting, pursuant to law, a re-
port relative to probable violations of the
Antideficiency Act; to the Committee on Ap-
propriations.

EC-1131. A communication from the Sec-
retary, Federal Trade Commission, transmit-
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ting, pursuant to law, a report relative to
the actions taken by the Commission under
the Fair Debt Collection Practices Act dur-
ing fiscal year 2006; to the Committee on
Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs.

EC-1132. A communication from the Prin-
cipal Deputy Associate Administrator, Office
of Policy, Economics and Innovation, Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency, transmitting,
pursuant to law, the report of a rule entitled
‘“‘6-Benzyladenine; Exemption from the Re-
quirement of a Tolerance” (FRL No. 8117-9)
received on March 20, 2007; to the Committee
on Environment and Public Works.

EC-1133. A communication from the Prin-
cipal Deputy Associate Administrator, Office
of Policy, Economics and Innovation, Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency, transmitting,
pursuant to law, the report of a rule entitled
“Approval and Promulgation of Air Quality
Implementation Plans; Illinois” (FRL No.
8290-5) received on March 20, 2007; to the
Committee on Environment and Public
Works.

EC-1134. A communication from the Prin-
cipal Deputy Associate Administrator, Office
of Policy, Economics and Innovation, Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency, transmitting,
pursuant to law, the report of a rule entitled
‘“New York: Incorporation by Reference of
State Hazardous Waste Management Pro-
gram’ (FRL No. 8278-2) received on March
20, 2007; to the Committee on Environment
and Public Works.

EC-1135. A communication from the Prin-
cipal Deputy Associate Administrator, Office
of Policy, Economics and Innovation, Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency, transmitting,
pursuant to law, the report of a rule entitled
‘“Protection of Stratospheric Ozone: Listing
of Ozone Depleting Substitutes in Foam
Blowing” ((RIN2060-AN11)(FRL No. 8291-3))
received on March 20, 2007; to the Committee
on Environment and Public Works.

EC-1136. A communication from the Prin-
cipal Deputy Associate Administrator, Office
of Policy, Economics and Innovation, Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency, transmitting,
pursuant to law, the report of a rule entitled
“Treatment of Data Influenced by Exception
Events” ((RIN2060-AN40)(FRL No. 8289-5)) re-
ceived on March 20, 2007; to the Committee
on Environment and Public Works.

EC-1137. A communication from the Prin-
cipal Deputy Associate Administrator, Office
of Policy, Economics and Innovation, Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency, transmitting,
a document recently issued by the Agency
related to its regulatory programs entitled
“RCRA Section 3103 Guidance Manual”’; to
the Committee on Environment and Public
Works.

EC-1138. A communication from the Direc-
tor, Office of Personnel Management, trans-
mitting, the report of a legislative proposal
intended to facilitate the part-time reem-
ployment of annuitants; to the Committee
on Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs.

EC-1139. A communication from the Direc-
tor, Administrative Office of the United
States Courts, transmitting, pursuant to
law, two reports relative to the United
States Courts; to the Committee on the Ju-
diciary .

EC-1140. A communication from the Prin-
cipal Deputy, Office of the Under Secretary
of Defense (Personnel and Readiness), trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of an of-
ficer authorized to wear the insignia of the
grade of major general in accordance with
title 10, United States Code, section 777; to
the Committee on Armed Services.

EC-1141. A communication from the Gen-
eral Counsel, Department of Defense, trans-
mitting, legislative proposals for the consid-
eration of the Congress; to the Committee on
Armed Services.
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EC-1142. A communication from the Prin-
cipal Deputy, Office of the Under Secretary
of Defense (Personnel and Readiness), trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of an of-
ficer authorized to wear the insignia of the
grade of rear admiral (lower half) in accord-
ance with title 10, United States Code, sec-
tion 777; to the Committee on Armed Serv-
ices.

EC-1143. A communication from the Acting
Director, Office of Sustainable Fisheries, De-
partment of Commerce, transmitting, pursu-
ant to law, the report of a rule entitled
“Fisheries of the Exclusive Economic Zone
Off Alaska; Pacific Cod by Vessels Catching
Pacific Cod for Processing by the Inshore
Component in the Central Regulatory Area
of the Gulf of Alaska” (ID No. 022607C) re-
ceived on March 22, 2007; to the Committee
on Commerce, Science, and Transportation.

EC-1144. A communication from the Acting
Director, Office of Sustainable Fisheries, De-
partment of Commerce, transmitting, pursu-
ant to law, the report of a rule entitled
“Fisheries of the Exclusive Economic Zone
Off Alaska; Pacific Cod by Catcher Vessels
Less than 60 ft. LOA Using Jig or Hook-and-
Line Gear in the Bogoslof Pacific Cod Ex-
emption Area in the Bering Sea and Aleutian
Islands Management Area’” (ID No. 022607B)
received on March 22, 2007; to the Committee
on Commerce, Science, and Transportation.

EC-1145. A communication from the Sec-
retary of Commerce, transmitting, pursuant
to law, the Department’s Performance and
Accountability Report for fiscal year 2006; to
the Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation.

EC-1146. A communication from the Senior
Legal Advisor, Office of General Counsel,
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission,
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of
a rule entitled ‘“‘Preventing Undue Discrimi-
nation and Preference in Transmission Serv-
ice” (Docket Nos. RM05-17-000 and RM05-25-
000) received on March 22, 2007; to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Natural Resources.

EC-1147. A communication from the Attor-
ney, Office of Energy Efficiency and Renew-
able Energy, Department of Energy, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule
entitled ‘‘Alternative Fuel Transportation
Program; Alternative Compliance’ (RIN1904—
ABG66) received on March 21, 2007; to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Natural Resources.

EC-1148. A communication from the Execu-
tive Director, Federal Energy Regulatory
Commission, transmitting, pursuant to law,
the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Annual Update
of Filing Fees” (RIN1902-AD18) received on
March 22, 2007; to the Committee on Energy
and Natural Resources.

EC-1149. A communication from the Acting
Chair, Federal Subsistence Board, Depart-
ment of the Interior, transmitting, pursuant
to law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Subsist-
ence Management Regulations for Public
Lands in Alaska, Subpart C and D—2007-2008
Subsistence Taking of Fish and Shellfish
Regulations” (RIN1018-AU57) received on
March 22, 2007; to the Committee on Environ-
ment and Public Works.

EC-1150. A communication from the Acting
Assistant Secretary for Fish, Wildlife and
Parks, Department of the Interior, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘Endangered and Threatened Wildlife
and Plants; Designation of Critical Habitat
for Spikedace and the Loach Minnow”’
(RIN1018-ATU33) received on March 22, 2007; to
the Committee on Environment and Public
Works.

EC-1151. A communication from the Direc-
tor, Fish and Wildlife Service, Department of
the Interior, transmitting, pursuant to law,
the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Final Rule Des-
ignating the Greater Yellowstone Area Popu-
lation of Grizzly Bears as a Distinct Popu-
lation Segment; Removing the Yellowstone
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